CONNECT GROUP
TEACHING / DISCUSSION NOTES

Series - GET INTO THE GAME
Pt 3 - SKILLS TRAINING

Opener

As you reflect back on Sunday’s sermon, what Scripture passage, question, statement, story or
insight most challenged or encouraged you?

Study

When a team drafts a player, the team doesn'’t tell the player to just go out there and play hard.
There’s a particular position on the team the player is to play, and it’s usually a position the
player has been developing his skills at for years.

The team says, “you’ve got skills” and then puts the player together with other players who
have particular skills, and the team is filled out and completed that way.

After God had completed the freeing of the Israelites from 400 years of slavery and given them
His Law on Mt Sinai, the very first thing this newly-formed, newly-free community of God’s
people do is build the Tabernacle, the building where God let His presence be known and felt
and where the people could meet with Him.

And it's a huge deal: 40 chapters in Exodus are all about what the Tabernacle is supposed to
be like, and how the people are called to contribute to building it.

God called them all, all these just recently freed slaves, to contribute to the work. They gave
what they had brought with them from Egypt to construct the Tabernacle and they used their
skills.

It's not clear from the Bible whether all the skills they used they already had, or if God
miraculously gave some of them the skills on the spot to do the work, or whether it was God
giving special ability in areas they already had skills to build the Tabernacle, but whatever the
case was, God took the skills they had and empowered them to use them for Him in a way
they never had before.

Think about the contrast between their work as slaves in Egypt and their new work as the
people of God. In Egypt, they had no choice, but in the building of the Tabernacle, God says
“Everyone who is willing”” is to contribute. No compulsion, no coercion.

This was brand new for these people who were born and bred as slaves. Their whole lives
were “have to”, but not with God. And it wasn’t for some cruel Egyptian overlord that they gave
their possessions and did their work: it's for God, the God who has rescued them and set them
free.

And the result is astonishing: when their work on the Tabernacle is done, God’s presence
descends on the place and God is with them and among them like He has never been with a
people ever before in the history of the world.
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That was the result of the people using their skills for God, the very first thing they ever did
together after the giving of the Law. And the purpose of God being among His people was
always not just for them, so that they nations would know that He was God and so that all the
nations of the world could be blessed through them.

So not only does God draft each of us to be on His team, He has particular positions for us to
play. And notice what God says in Ephesians 2;21 “And in Him you too are being built together to
become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.”

Each of us using our skills and gifts is God forming us together into a building, a reference to
what God has done in the past in the construction of places of worship of Him. But in our case,
we ARE the building that houses the presence of God.

God gives to people, a gift, a supernatural enabling for the building up of the Body, and how
God both gives us new skills and using our existing skills that He gave us before now to build
us into a human community that does what the first Tabernacle and Temple did: house the
presence of God so that He can be worshipped and made known.

Discussion

1 Peter 4:10-11 Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful
stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. ! If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks
the very words of God. If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all
things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever.

1. When was a time you were fulfilled through a serving opportunity?

2. What is something you are good at or enjoy doing that you can use (or are currently
using) to serve others?

3. What have you found helpful in discovering how God has gifted you?

4. What prevents people from serving in a local church? (List and discuss)

5. What does your current level of serving in the local church look like?
EG: Serving once or twice a month in a Church service or another ministry department.

6. What steps can you take to start or to increase your serving?
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